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Math Ideas for Using the Digital Camera

· Colors—Take pictures of objects of different colors.

· Counting/Numbers—Take pictures of objects to represent different numbers, i.e.3 bananas, 4 chairs. Choose a presentation format or make flashcards.

· Time—Take pictures of an analog clock. Make flashcards where students can practice telling time.

· Graphs—Graph class favorites (food, movie, book, etc.). Use pictures of students or digital pictures of actual objects (either from the camera or internet) to create a graph.

· Most/Fewest—Take pictures of groups of objects or people. Have students select the photo that has the most or fewest objects.

· Odd/Even—Students take photos around the school of objects that are in odd or even groups.

· Geometric Shapes—Have students walk around the classroom, building, or school grounds looking for geometric shapes.

· Assign pairs of students to go on a walk through the school to find examples of geometric shapes (circles, triangles, parallel lines, obtuse angles, etc).

Science Ideas for Using the Digital Camera

· Horticulture Guide—Make a guidebook about trees, flowers, or plants. Students can research to identify each plant and gather information such as amount of sunlight needed, best soil to use, genus species name, etc.

· Seasons—Use the camera to take pictures of signs of the season being studied.

· Animals—Use the camera to take pictures of the various animals on a trip to the zoo or a farm. Students can report on the animal, including the picture as part of the report.

· As Time Goes By—Select a location outside your school. Take one photo from that location each week. Record the date on the picture and hang on the wall. As the year progresses, discuss how the scene changes.

· Flashcards—Take close ups of various body parts (eyes, elbow, hand, etc.) Use to make flashcards for students.

· Tests/Quizzes — Use photos taken during experiments to ask questions on a test.

· What Sense? — Assign groups of students one of the five senses. Have each group photograph the appropriate sensory organ and then take pictures of objects that organ might best perceive.

· Tracks or Traces — Have students take pictures that show indirect evidence of a population of something, i.e. bird nest, footprints, cans, cars, desks.

· Head to Toe—Take a full-length picture of each student. Students can then attach cutouts or draw and label bones or internal organs.

· Senses—Have students take pictures of the body parts used for each sense. Then take pictures of everyday objects or use pictures from the Internet. Have students match the objects to what senses can be used to identify each.

Social Studies Ideas for Using the Digital Camera

· Landmarks—Take pictures of landmarks around town. Have students use the pictures in making a presentation about your city. Use pictures from the Internet for any city/state/country that is being studied.

· Stamps—Use digital pictures to create a stamp that recognizes students’ future contributions to society.

· Bill of Rights—After discussing the Bill of Rights, students should select an amendment and find/take a picture of something that might be very different if not for the freedom guaranteed in that amendment.

· Who Are You? — Take pictures of all the school helpers (janitors, secretaries, etc.) Include in a schoolbook with their names and a description of their jobs.

· Passport—Create a passport for each student as they study countries around the world. 

· Interview—Have students report on someone they admire. Include their picture in their report or presentation.

· Postcards—Use Internet or scanned pictures to create a postcard that tells about the state being researched.

· Quilt—Use scanned or Internet photos to create a quilt that explains the topic being researched.

Language Art Ideas for Using the Digital Camera

· Prepositions—Take pictures of objects that represent the prepositions up, down, near, far, under, over, and beside. Make into a bulletin board, book, or flashcards.

· I Spy—Take a picture and use it to create an I Spy document.

· All Around Us—Take pictures of common every day signs, i.e. stop sign, exit sign, fast food signs. Make a book for students to read.

· Compare/Contrast—Take pictures of two objects, animals, people, or places. Make a Venn diagram of their differences and similarities.

· Alphabet Book—Take pictures of various objects to create an alphabet book.

· Narratives—Give each student a different picture. Have students begin a narrative based on their photo. After a set time, pictures and paper get rotated to the next student who continues the narrative.

· Good Manners—Create a book of good manners for the classroom or any other part of the school. Take photos of good behavior and have students write about what is happening in each photo.

· Me vs. Me—Take a photo of student at the beginning of the school year and then again at the end and have them complete a Venn diagram and see how they’ve changed and stayed the same over the year.

· Special Occasion Cards—Use a watermarked picture as a background to a poem in creating a card or something that can be framed.

· Lucky Me—Put students’ pictures in center of a shamrock and have them write on each leaf ways they are lucky. Can also be done at Thanksgiving with a traced hand, things for which they are thankful on each finger and the caption “A Handful of Thanks”.

· Memory Books—Take digital pictures of student’s work and activities to create an end-of-the-year memory book.

· Picture Dictionary—Students can take pictures of objects, actions, or events as they create their own dictionaries.

· Touring for Nouns—In small groups, students tour the school for nouns that fit into an assigned category such as people, places, things, and ideas/ thoughts/ emotions.

· Autobiographies—Use PowerPoint to have students create a short presentation about themselves. Possible slide topics include family, hobbies, favorites, etc. Use Inspiration/Kidspiration to have students create a web about themselves.

· Sequencing—Take pictures of steps in an event, i.e. sharpening a pencil. Have students put them in order. Students can also use the pictures to write about the process using order words.

· Have each student choose a letter.  Then, go on a walk around the school or in the neighborhood. When the child finds something that begins with that letter, take a picture of the child with that object.  Use the pictures to create a class alphabet chart.
Miscellaneous Ideas for Using the Digital Camera

· Welcome to Our School—Take pictures of the important people and places in your school. Display on a bulletin board to acquaint students at the beginning of the year. Great in a book to give to new students as they enter during the school year.

· Getting to Know You — Take pictures of students, yourself, and any classroom volunteers. Create a book with each person writing a little about him/herself.

· Calendar — Use digital pictures of the students to place on the class calendar to show when it’s their birthdays.

· Student of the Week — Use the camera to take a current picture of the student. Scan any photos brought in so students can create a collage of pictures and captions. Create a class book of all collages.

· Desktop Wallpaper — Use the digital camera or scan a favorite picture. Use as your computer desktop wallpaper.

· ID Pictures—Use pictures of your students as part of their nametag for field trips.

· Seating Chart—Ideal for a sub folder.

· Thank You Cards—Incorporate a picture of your class into a thank you card for classroom volunteers.

· Job Charts—Use digital pictures to create a weekly job chart.

· Desk Tags—Add digital pictures to students’ desk tags to aid visitors to the classroom.

· Classroom newsletter—Share with parents photos of your students at work in the weekly classroom newsletter.

· Center Board—Use student photos to show who is working at which center that day.

· Perspective—Take pictures of an object from many different points of view.  Show slides and have students discuss impact of position.

· Caught Being Good—Use the digital camera to take pictures of students doing the right thing in terms of behavior and social interaction.  Gayle at the HS/JrH and posted in the hallway, Caught Reading.

· Quilt Square—Create a template with room for a picture in the center. Students add their picture and include facts about themselves on each of the four sides, i.e. name and birthday, family members, favorites, etc. “Stitch” together to make a large class quilt.

· Scavenger Hunt—Send groups of students on a scavenger hunt around the school. Instead of bringing back objects, they take a picture.

· Scrapbook — Use the camera to document daily events as well as special events. Create a classroom scrapbook. Have students write a summary of each event. Have a photographer of the day and/or week.

· Field Trips — Take the camera on a field trip. Use the pictures in a weekly newsletter, as part of reports on what students learned on the trip, class book on what happened during the year, etc.

· Let students take pictures of themselves and make trading cards.  A trading card can easily be made in Word or other word processing program by making a table with 2 columns.  Students should include information about themselves (name, birthday, favorite class, favorite cartoon, etc.)
· Assign a new "Class Photographer" each week.  This student should have easy access to the digital camera.  The assignment: to capture at least 1 photo of "learning in action" to be used in that week's newsletter home. Of course, s/he would also be responsible for 1 -2 sentences describing what's happening in the photo.
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Additional resources on the web:

http://www.wacona.com/digicam/digicam.html
http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/digitalcameras.htm
http://www.wam.umd.edu/~toh/image/DigitalCameraUses.htm
http://www.edzone.net/~mwestern/pix.html
http://www.adobe.com/education/digkids/lessons/
http://www.tech4learning.com/services/teachingwithdigitalcameras.htm
http://futureofmath.misterteacher.com/digitalcameras.html
http://www.framingham.k12.ma.us/k5/olddefault.htm
http://www.arnieabrams.net/
http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/tech/tech148.shtml
On line source for pictures;

http://www.pics4learning.com/
http://www.google.com
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